
FENNER Harry 

 

Private , 4th Reserve Battalion., The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  

Lost in His Majesty's Troopship Transylvania  

4 May 1917. Age 26.  

202536 

Born: Sep 1890, Tolleshunt D'arcy, Maldon Christened: 27 Jul 1890, Tolleshunt D'Arcy. Son of James and 

Elizabeth Fenner; husband of R. Fenner, of West St., Tollesbury, Essex. Enlisted at Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Maldon, 

Essex . He was a resident of Tollesbury, having moved into the village a short time before the war.  Senior 

Gunner Uriah Lewis DSM & Private A. Crisp were also on board but were saved. 

His brother Charles William aged 35 & married to Alice Fenner of Tolleshunt D'Arcy died of wounds 7th May 

1915 . He was serving as a private with the 1st Battalion the Bedfordshire Regiment number 7519. He is buried 

at Bailleul Communal Cemetery. 

  

The liner 

Transylvania, Lt. 

S. Brennell, 

R.N.R., completed 

just before the 

outbreak of the 

First World War, 

was taken over for 

service as a 

transport on 

completion. She 

was designed to 

accommodate 

1,379 passengers 

but the Admiralty 

fixed her capacity 

at 200 officers and 

2,860 men, besides 

crew. 

She was carrying nearly this number when she left Marseilles for Alexandria on May 3rd, 1917, with an escort 

of two Japanese destroyers, the Matsu and the Sakaki. At 10 a.m. on the 4th the Transylvania was struck in the 

port engine room by a torpedo from a submarine. At the time the ship was on a zig zag course at a speed of 14 

knots, being two and a half miles S. of Cape Vado, Gulf of Genoa. She at once headed for the land two miles 

distant, while the Matsu came alongside to take off the troops, the Sakaki meanwhile steaming around to keep 

the submarine submerged. Twenty minutes later a torpedo was seen coming straight for the destroyer alongside, 

which saved herself by going astern at full speed. 

The torpedo then struck the Transylvania and she sank very quickly, less than an hour having elapsed since she 

was first hit. Lt. Brennell, one other officer and ten men of the crew, 29 military officers and 373 other ranks 



were killed REFERENCE www.clydesite.co.uk . Senior Gunner Uriah Lewis DSM and private A Crisp, both 

from Tollesbury were on board but fortunately saved.  

 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

 

SAVONA TOWN CEMETERY, 

Italy Grave Ref. C. 21. 

From the Summer of 1917 until 

late 1918, the Mediterranean lines 

of communication for the British 

Salonika Force ran the length of 

Italy from Taranto in the south-

east, to Turin in the north-west. 

On 4 May 1917, the Hired 

Transport "Transylvania", 

proceeding to Salonika with 

reinforcements, was sunk by 

torpedo off Cape Vado, a few 

kilometres south of Savona, with 

the loss of more than 400 lives. 

The bodies recovered at Savona 

were buried two days later, from 

the Hospital of San Paulo, in a special plot in the town cemetery. Others are buried elsewhere in Italy, 

France, Monaco and Spain. SAVONA TOWN CEMETERY contains 85 Commonwealth burials of the 

First World War, all but two of them casualties of the "Transylvania". There are also a number of 

Merchant seamen buried in the cemetery whose deaths were not due to war service. Within the 

cemetery is the SAVONA MEMORIAL, which commemorates a further 275 casualties who died when 

the "Transylvania" went down, but whose graves are not known. No. of Identified Casualties: 104 

 His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury Last updated  30/04/2008         

       


